
Draft	Amendment	for	Policy	JFAA			
Tara	9.10.19	

Add	to	bottom	of	Policy	JFAA	
	
Potential	Acceptance	of	a	Temporary	Resident	
	
A	student	who	temporarily	resides	in	Lincoln	with	someone	other	than	his/her	
parent(s)	or	legal	guardian	for	the	purpose	of	attending	the	Lincoln	Public	Schools	
for	a	short	period	of	time	shall	only	be	admitted	to	the	schools	upon	the	approval	of	
the	Superintendent	(or	School	Committee)	and	upon	the	payment	of	tuition	
computed	at	the	average	expense	per	pupil,	pro-rated	for	the	period	of	attendance.		
A	student	shall	be	considered	temporary	if	they	are	attending	schools	for	six	weeks	
or	less.			
	
Factors	to	be	considered	by	the	Superintendent	(or	School	Committee)	when	acting	
on	any	request	to	allow	a	temporary	student	to	attend	Lincoln	schools	shall	include:	

• Whether	there	is	a	benefit	to	the	students	in	the	schools	(exposure	to	different	
cultures)	

• The	likelihood	that	the	student	will	succeed	academically	and	socially		
• The	required	and	completed	caregiver	documentation	(M.G.L.	c.	201F,	

Caregiver	Authorization	Affidavits)	
• Relationship	of	the	student	to	the	requesting	family	
• The	impact	of	admitting	an	additional	student	on	the	School’s	budget	and	on	

class	size,	number	of	sections,	and	other	school	services	
• Full	disclosure	by	the	requesting	family	of	any	special	needs,	learning	

challenges,	English	fluency,	etc.	
• The	completed	Agreement	Letter	between	the	host	family,	the	student	and	

the	Superintendent	is	signed	and	in	place	prior	to	attending	school	
	
Such	requests	shall	be	made	X	months	prior	to	attendance	with	a	written	letter	to	
the	Superintendent	(or	School	Committee)	including	the	start	date,	duration	of	
attendance,	grade,	level	of	English	proficiency	and	relationship	to	the	requesting	
family.		The	Superintendent	(or	School	Committee)	has	the	authority	to	waive	the	
tuition	payment	on	a	case-by-case	basis.	
	
	
	
**Italics	=	not	sure	about	including	these	points.		Also,	we	must	decide	who	the	
approval	should	come	from	Superintendent	or	School	Committee	



Sample	Agreement	Letter	For	Temporary	Student	
DRAFT		Tara	9.1619	

	
	
Draft	Agreement	Letter	–	to	be	modified	by	the	Administration/Teaching	Staff	
	
Dear	Requesting	Family,	
	
Based	on	your	request,	the	Lincoln	Public	Schools	are	anticipating	___(Name	of	
Student)___	to	be	joining	the	X	grade	from	XXX	to	XXX.		This	is	considered	a	
temporary	student	arrangement	in	an	effort	to	broaden	cultural	awareness	on	the	
part	of	the	temporary	student	and	those	they	will	be	interacting	with	over	their	time	
in	Lincoln.		Due	to	the	temporary	nature	of	this	visit,	the	visiting	student’s	
transcripts	will	not	be	expected	and	upon	completion	of	the	visit,	the	Lincoln	Public	
Schools	is	not	obliged	to	provide	a	report	card	or	transcript.			
	
Additionally,	the	following	expectations	must	be	agreed	upon	prior	to	___(Name	of	
Student)___’s	arrival	at	the	Lincoln	Schools.	
	
Requesting	Family:	

• Provide	written	documentation	of	any	special	needs	or	learning	challenges	
• Provide	accurate	assessment	of	English	language	proficiency	
• Request	a	temporary	Bus	Pass,	if	needed,	and	pay	pro-rated	fee	
• Pay	pro-rated	tuition	cost	unless	waived	by	the	School	Committee	
• Understand	that	the	expectations	of	the	temporary	student	are	the	same	as	a	

permanent	resident	student		
	
Temporary/Visiting	Student:	

• Be	prepared	to	participate	all	classes	in	the	assigned	grade	
• Participate	in	classroom	discussions	and	activities	when	possible	
• Complete	assigned	work	to	the	best	of	your	ability	
• Allow	other	students	to	focus	on	longer-term	assignments	without	

distractions	
	
Lincoln	Staff:	

• Provide	materials	necessary	for	the	student	to	fully	participate	in	class	
• Communicate	with	the	Requesting	Family	to	help	support	the	student	

through	the	transition	to	the	Lincoln	Public	Schools	
• Uphold	district/classroom	expectations	equal	to	those	of	a	permanent	

resident	(attendance,	discipline,	classroom	expectations,	etc.)	
	
Please	sign	and	return	this	agreement	letter	to	_______________	prior	to	the	start	of	the	
temporary	arrangement.	
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ADMISSION OF RESIDENT STUDENTS 
 
General Policy 
 
The general intention of this policy is to safeguard the rights of children who reside in 
Lincoln or on Hanscom Air Force Base to attend the Lincoln Public Schools.  This policy is 
also intended to establish guidelines for those limited exceptions in which non-resident 
students may be admitted to the Schools. 
 
Eligibility for enrollment in the Lincoln Public Schools is governed by Mass. General Laws, 
Chapter 76.  Exceptions are provided by collective bargaining agreement, the School 
Choice Law, the METCO program, and in the circumstances described below. Please refer 
to Policy JFA, School Admissions; Policy JFABF, Educational Opportunities for Children in 
Foster Care; and Policy JFABD, Homeless Students:  Enrollments Rights and Services. 
 
"Residency" for students seeking to attend school on the Lincoln campus is defined as living 
and sleeping in a domicile in Lincoln at least 50% of each week or more.  "Residency" for 
students seeking to attend school on the Hanscom campus is defined as living and sleeping 
on Hanscom Air Force Base as the legal dependent of a member of the Armed Services 
assigned to and living in military family housing on Hanscom AFB. 
 
Potential Waiver When Residency is in Transition 
 
For students whose residency is in transition, the following exceptions to the general policy 
may apply, with prior written approval from the Superintendent of Schools: 
 

1. Pending Purchase of Dwelling - The children of families who have a signed and 
accepted Purchase and Sale Agreement to purchase and reside in a dwelling in the 
Town of Lincoln may be enrolled up to 30 calendar days in advance of the time 
actual physical residence occurs.  If actual residence occurs later than 30 days after 
enrollment, students may be asked to leave the Schools until actual residency 
occurs. 

 
2. Construction of New Dwelling - Children of families which are building a primary 

residence in Lincoln may enroll in the Schools at the beginning of the school year if 
they have obtained a certificate of occupancy from the Town. 

 
3. Residence in Rental Properties - Children of families who plan to rent a primary 

residence in Lincoln may enroll in the Lincoln Public Schools 30 days prior to taking 
possession of the rental property, as evidenced by a signed lease and evidence of 
financial commitment. 

 
4. Brief Residence Outside the Town - Lincoln Schools students whose families must 

briefly live outside the Town because they are (a) moving from one Lincoln residence 
to another, or (b) renovating a current Lincoln residence, may continue to attend the 
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Lincoln Public Schools.  Evidence of the intention and ability to resume residency in 
Lincoln within 90 days may be required. 

 
5. Temporary Housing at Hanscom - Students whose parents are placed in temporary 

housing on Base shall be educated at the Hanscom Campus schools for the duration 
of their residency in temporary housing. 

 
6. Completion of School Year - Lincoln Public School students attending in-district 

schools who cease to reside in Town or on Base after March 15 of a school year 
may complete that school year in Lincoln.  Thereafter, they will be expected to be 
educated in the community where they reside. 

 
 

Ref:  Policy JFA, School Admissions; Policy JFABF, Educational Opportunities for Children 
in Foster Care; and Policy JFABD, Homeless Students:  Enrollment Rights and 
Services 
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